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the disaster occurred. The airship dived on to the ice
under power, and the shock tore off the pilot's gondola
and the rearmost of the engine gondolas, while the rest
of the airship, considerably lightened by this, rose once
more and disappeared with six men on board. To this
day nothing is known of the fate of the 'balloon-party'.
Ten men landed violently on the ice with the two gon-
dolas. One was killed on the spot, while Nobile and his
second-in-command were severely injured. The others,
among whom was the Swedish meteorologist, Malmgren,
were only slightly hurt.
The weeks which followed were some of the most chao-
tic ever known in the history of Arctic exploration. Res-
cue expeditions poured in from all sides, and the regions
of ice resounded with the roar of searching aeroplanes.
Italian, Russian, French, Swedish and Norwegian
aviators braved great dangers to find the castaways at
the cRed Tent', and vessels from everywhere steered their
course towards this point.
To go into the details of the work of these expeditions
would take us too far, and the only interest they can really
have in an account of Arctic exploration is that they
show how rapidly help may be summoned when one has
wireless and aviators at one's disposal. Moreover, they
have furnished us with the opportunity of seeing what can
happen when such rescue-work is carried out more by the
zeal and self-sacrifice of single groups than by co-opera-
tion and common sense. It may fall to the lot of future
historians to unravel all the threads, and apportion the
responsibility for any mistakes which were made; at
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